
MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 26, 2018 

SEWANEE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 

 

Members present:   John McCardell, Nancy Berner, Flournoy Rogers, Louise Irwin, Sallie Green, 

Kate Reed, Pixie Dozier, Cindy Potter, Shirley Taylor, Michael Gardner, Jeremy Carlson, June Weber, 

Pamela Byler, and Rich Barrali 

 

Members not present: Abbey Shockley, Annie Armour Morgret, Charles Whitmer, Phil White, 

and Theresa Shackelford  

 

Minutes taken by Peggy Alsup 

 

John McCardell welcomed everyone as he called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  

 

 

Approval of the January 2018 Minutes  

The January minutes were unanimously approved. 

 

 

Relay for Life - Gardner 

Mike Gardner introduced student Will Murphy, president of the Rotaract Club of Sewanee (charted by the 

Sewanee/Monteagle Rotary Club). Will stated the club is organizing an event for the American Cancer 

Society Relay for Life, which is a new event for Sewanee. The date of the event is October 6, from 11 

a.m. to 9 p.m. at the university outdoor track. Their goal is to raise $20,000 and have 1,000 people in 

attendance. They would like to see community teams as well as student teams (sports, fraternities, 

sororities, etc.) at the Sewanee event. He will be publishing articles in the Messenger and the Purple and 

will include contact information.  

 

The council suggested several contacts for Will to help him with this endeavor: 

 Winchester Herald Chronicle  

 Grundy County and surrounding areas in the valley 

 Grundy County television station (GCTV) 

 Susan Askew- to reach out to alumni 

 Pam Byerly- Marketing and Communications  

 

 

Brush and Trees Near DREMC Lines (Berner) 

Nancy said there were concerns expressed by community members over the unsightly dead trees and 

brush that have been left in the area beneath the power lines along the main highway and interior roads. 

The other concern was the type of herbicide being used. Nancy consulted with the Environmental 

Stewardship and Sustainability Office. The following information was provided. 

 Duck River uses a brush clearing method and an herbicide method to maintain the power line area 

 The university signed an easement to grant a right-of-way of 40 to 100 feet (depending on the 

power lines).  

 Generally speaking, we do not have a specific say in how they manage the right-of-way, except 

for the general methodology. Duck River does work with the Office of Environmental 

Stewardship and Sustainability to get input on how to clear in specific areas 

 They hire contractors to mark the trees and shrubs to be cleared or sprayed 



 Other crews come and remove the shrubs and spray the trees 

 If they cut trees, a crew cleans up the debris 

 If they spray, they leave the shrubs and remove them later  

 The herbicide used is a mix of Garlon 3A, Escort and water 

 If residents have any concerns they may contact Duck River directly 

 

Cindy Potter expressed concern about the herbicide being used. And, she wanted to know what the plan 

was for removing the dead trees along the highway coming into Sewanee. Nancy said that Amy Turner 

has a contact at Duck River that we may consult with. Mike Gardner said he would check into these 

issues. Mike also said this is not the same right-of-way that the highway commission clears along the 

roads. 

 

 

Update on Downtown Crosswalk Markings – Green 
Sallie Green told the council that the crosswalks in front of the senior citizens/community center as well 

as the ones in front of the Blue Chair are going to be removed and relocated in about two weeks. This 

announcement was greeted with a round of applause from the council members. Sallie said she met with 

Cindy Potter, William Shealy, Patrick Dean, and Joe David McBee to determine where to relocate the 

crosswalks. It was decided to move them to: 

 Hawkins Lane –Joe David has received calls 

 Airport Road – very dangerous area 

 

The new crosswalks will be similar to the ones on campus (cone in the road). The curb will also be 

painted. This change will open additional parking in front of the Blue Chair. The crosswalk in front of the 

senior citizens/community center will remain wider for the safety of the senior citizens. John McCardell 

recommended that the council present a Resolution of Gratitude to Joe David McBee for his help in this 

matter. The council unanimously agreed. 

 

 

Review and Vote on Recommendations from the Sewanee Project Funding Committee – Dozier 

Pixie told the council they originally had eight projects. Two of the projects were tabled and will be 

discussed again at a later date when more information is received. The other one did not have any 

additional information to share, so it was removed. They have five projects ready to vote on, which are: 

 Sewanee Ballpark Support Organization– fully funded $5,000 

 The Community Center to improve the entrance and install motion lights– fully funded $1,700 

 The Sewanee Business Alliance to wire in speakers at Angel Park– fully funded $2,000 

 Pam Byers and Sallie Green Yard Maintenance to help older and disabled residents- fully funded 

$1,500 

 Park Run/Kristin Sturgill (family event-Mountain Goat Trail)– partially funded $1,500 

 

The council unanimously approved these recommendations from the Sewanee Project Funding 

Committee. They have $8,300 left in this year’s budget. 

 

 

Announcements and/or Questions 

Nancy Berner said there was one item submitted that did not make it to the agenda which dealt with 

clearing leaves from roads and sidewalks. This was referred to Facilities Management. 

 

Louise Irwin said the caution light on 41A is now blinking yellow on the main highway and red on 

University Avenue. 



 

Rich Barrali said some of his neighbors have asked if speed bumps could be installed on Tennessee 

Avenue starting at Kentucky Avenue going out to the cross. Mike Gardner will have a conversation with 

Joe David McBee. 

 

Cindy Potter asked Mike Gardner about sidewalks on Tennessee Avenue. Mike said the sidewalks will 

probably not get done this summer, but this project is on their list. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:33 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Peggy Alsup 


