
Sewanee Civic Association Minutes 
September 2014  
 
The first meeting of the 2014 Advent Semester of the Sewanee Civic Association was called to order by 
president Kiki Beavers at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 17. There were more than 40 people in 
attendance.   

Theresa Shackelford made an announcement regarding the process for the upcoming Community Council 
election and that the ballots would be available at the voting precinct during the next general election in 
November. Anyone seeking election to the Sewanee Community Council must have their signed petitions 
submitted by October 15 and petitions must have the signature of 10 registered voters residing within the 
district sought. 

Ms. Beavers then called for a motion to approve the printed agenda available at each table and with official 
motion, second and vote, the business portion of the Association meeting commenced. Motion, second and 
vote to pass the April 16, 2014 meeting minutes, as written by Leslie Lytle for the Sewanee Mountain 
Messenger, carried and without further discussion the minutes were approved as presented. 

Elizabeth Duncan gave a report on the Sewanee Classifieds, providing specific information regarding the 
subscription and membership process – how to pay and how to join. Members who have yet to purchase or 
renew their subscriptions will be contacted by email. The PayPal system automatically notifies members 
when subscriptions are due. No accounts will be deleted without the member being advised. Subscriptions 
may be safely purchased or renewed via PayPal or by sending payment to the SCA. The procedure to join the 
Sewanee Classifieds is a two-step process: the first is to purchase the subscription and the second requires 
new members to request to Join the Group. Accounts will remain pending until subscription payment is 
received.   

Also included in Duncan’s report was the formation of the standing committee on Classifieds as required by 
the SCA bylaws. Individuals selected for this committee are Duncan, Beavers, Aaron Welch, and Alyssa 
Sumpter. It was moved with a second to approve the committee as presented. Discussion followed regarding 
the Classifieds manager position, its current volunteer status, and potential to move to a paid position in the 
future. There are no concerns from those in volunteer positions at this time, primarily Duncan who serves as 
manager of the Classifieds. Further discussion focused on the Acceptable Use Policy and the concern by 
some regarding a speculative limitation of three postings per week by for-profit businesses and services.  It 
was asked by one member that the Association be allowed to vote on the topic. After much dialogue, 
President Beavers stated that the specific topic regarding business postings on the Sewanee Classifieds will 
be placed on the October agenda. Phil White then called for the question. The motion to approve the 
Classifieds Committee of Duncan, Beavers, Welch, and Sumpter was passed and approved. 

Next item of business was the introduction of this year’s Community Chest chairs, Tom and Marilyn Phelps, 
and the presentation and approval of the 2014-2015 Community Chest budget.  Segmented into four 
categories, Beyond Sewanee, Children, Community Aid, and Quality of Life, this year’s goal has been set at 
$101,000. The motion to approve the goal was made and seconded, and without further discussion, it was so 
moved. 

JoAnn McKiernan provided an update on the upcoming AngelFest, to take place in downtown Sewanee on 
Friday, September 26, 2014. Geared towards families, the three-hour event will be held between 4-7:00 p.m. 
and is free and open to the public. A Beatles tribute band, also free and open to the public, will begin at 7:30 
in Angel Park. The event is sponsored by the Sewanee Business Alliance. 

SCA parks chair, Steve Burnett gave an overview and update on the Sewanee parks initiative. Areas that 
have received discernment are primarily playgrounds and include Elliott Park, the community center 
playground, the Woodlands playground, and the play equipment at ball park. Refinement as to the definition 
of parks to include Lake Cheston and the Little League field was mentioned. After gathering data from a 
community survey with 150 responses, Elliott Park was named as the first priority and discussions with the 
University of the South have provided a green light to move forward with an action phase.  Request for 



Information (RFIs) were sent to four playground companies and responses are due on Sept. 18.  Burnett 
stated that the next step will be to look at the submitted proposals, select the design company, and to begin 
processing how to raise the necessary funding. He commented that approximately half of all U.S. playground 
equipment is made in nearby Fort Payne, Alabama and a visit there will be scheduled. 

Burnett then introduced the main speaker for the evening, John Goodson, who is the president of the 
Monteagle-Sewanee Rotary. Goodson shared his vision for a Rotary walk-a-thon, to be an annual event to 
raise both awareness and funding for area poverty, with proceeds donated to the Community Action 
Committee. Goodson is looking for organizations to help with the event, and while no date has been set, he 
would like to see to see the first walk-a-thon take place sometime in the spring.  While the question was 
raised from the floor as to need for additional financial aid being given to the CAC rather than other groups, 
Goodson stated that the Rotary is taking one small step to primarily raise awareness about area poverty and 
hopes the proposed walk-a-thon will gain traction to shine a spotlight on our community’s most vulnerable 
members.  The Monteagle-Sewanee Rotary meets once a week at the Sewanee Inn, provides professional and 
business networking, and has memberships available at a yearly dues cost of $600. He asked that the 
Sewanee Civic Association join with the Rotary to bring to fruition the annual walk-a-thon. 

President Beavers closed the meeting, stating that the Association will gather next on Wednesday, Oct. 15 
with guest speaker Dixon Myers from Housing Sewanee, Inc.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Elizabeth Duncan 
 


