
Sewanee Civic Association 
Board Minutes 
January 23, 2013 
EQB House 
 
President Theresa Shackelford opened the meeting by reintroducing Kim Seavey, 
Secretary, who then read the minutes from the November meeting. Theresa motioned that 
the minutes be approved as read. This was seconded followed by a unanimous vote to 
approve the minutes. Theresa then reintroduced Treasurer (Lisa Rung), Member At-Large 
(Kiki Beavers), and Steve Burnett in the newly formed board position of Chair of Parks. 
 
Theresa announced that it was time to elect officers. She recommended that Lisa Rung 
and Kim Seavey remain in their positions of Treasurer and Secretary (respectively) 
because they had been elected so recently. She also nominated Kiki Beavers for the 
position of Vice-President which would leave the Member At-Large position vacant. 
Lynn Stubblefield was nominated to fill the position of Member At-Large. Theresa 
invited members of the association to make any other nominations by email. 
 
Theresa Shackelford mentioned the Civic Association was first recognized by the state of 
Tennessee in 1965 when Henry Arnold was President. She then invited Vice President 
Susan Holmes to present information regarding the amended SCA by-laws. Susan 
reminded the association that while the Community Chest has maintained all of the 
necessary paperwork to retain its nonprofit status, the SCA, which serves as the umbrella 
organization to the Community Chest, had its tax status lapse in 1985. Susan described 
some of the steps the board was pursuing to re-instate the SCA’s tax status with the state 
and IRS, one of which was to amend the by-laws. Kiki Beavers added that the by-laws 
could be amended at any time with notice and a vote. Having already provided the 
amended by-laws and ample time to review them to all SCA members, Lizzie Duncan 
motioned to approved the amended by-laws as presented by email. Henry Arnold 
seconded the motion and the SCA unanimously voted to approve the amended by-laws as 
presented by email. 
 
Susan Holmes then introduced Lizzie Duncan to discuss the Sewanee Classifieds Email. 
Lizzie summarized the following: 1) The combined University and Community 
Classifieds System has been in place for almost 1 year and there are over 896 members 
using it. 2) There will be a $10/year fee payable through PayPal to use the Classifieds. 3) 
The Sewanee Forum and Announcements will remain free of charge. 4) The $10/year fee 
for Classifieds will cover the annual SCA membership fee. 5) Fees collected from the 
Sewanee Classifieds will provide opportunities for the SCA to grow. 
 
When asked what the primary difference is between using Announcements and 
Classifieds, Lizzie explained that Announcements is used for one-way communication to 
inform the community about weather, emergencies, notable events such as road closures, 
and non-profit events in the area. She went on to say that Classifieds is used for two-way 
communication usually for buying, selling, or trading. 
 



There was also a question from several SCA members who have already paid their SCA 
membership dues about whether they will have to pay again to sign up for Sewanee 
Classifieds. Lizzie said that the way the Classifieds System is set up, there is no way to 
sign up without paying the fee. Pete asked if there would be a way for SCA members to 
receive a voucher for having paid twice and Lizzie said yes. 
 
Kiki Beavers updated the SCA about the status of the Community Chest campaign. As of 
the time of the meeting the Community Chest had raised $94,668.98 in donations and 
pledges. That total does NOT reflect the debit for mailing expenses which runs between 
$3000 and $4000, not does it include the Opportunity Fund. Most of the funding is going 
to programs which serve children. 
 
Susan Holmes stated that one of the policies implemented regarding gifts of stock is to 
immediately sell the stock the day after it is received which is a common and prudent 
practice used by most nonprofit organizations. Susan thanked everyone involved in the 
Community Chest campaign with a special extension of gratitude to Theresa Shackelford 
and Kiki Beavers for their outstanding leadership and the legacy of organizational 
leadership they have left for others to use in the future. 
 
Phil White presented a delightful update on the Sewanee Dog Park stating that the 
University has approved the dog park location (near Lake Cheston) with detailed plans. 
Funding has been raised for attractive fences, gates, benches, and doggie bag stations. 
There will be separate areas for large and small dogs. The local Boy Scouts and Girls 
Scout Troops have volunteered their help with the project and the University has 
volunteered to clear the site and put in water lines. Mischa Provo distributed solicitations 
for the dog park fund and asked for the SCA members to help promote the dog park. 
 
Steve Burnett was introduced next. Steve explained his role as Parks Chairman and said 
that the SCA will not operate the Dog Park, but will provide the structural organization 
for other entities to run it. 
 
Before closing the meeting, Theresa Shackelford extended thanks to University Provost 
John Swallow for “putting the Civic back into the SCA.” 
 
The next meeting will be on Wednesday, March 6th at the EQB house. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 


