
MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 24, 2016 

SEWANEE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 

Members present:  John McCardell, John Swallow, Barbara Schlichting, Mike Gardner, Pam Byerly, 

David Coe, Annie Armour Morgret, John Flynn, Dennis Meeks, Kate Reed, Phil White, Pixie Dozier, 

Louise Irwin, Theresa Shackelford, Abbey Shockley, and Jeremy Carlson 

 

Members not present:  James Kelley, Andrew Sampson and Shirley Taylor 

 

Minutes taken by Peggy Alsup 

 

John McCardell called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  

 

Approval of the August 2016 Minutes  

The August minutes were unanimously approved. 

 

Community Day at the Constructed Wetland - McGrath 

Professor Deborah McGrath announced that the Sewanee UGA Wetland Research Group would like 

to welcome the public to the newly constructed wetland on Saturday, October 29 from 8:30 a.m. to  

11 00 a.m. The event will begin at the Sewanee Utility District (SUD) office, where breakfast 

refreshments will be served. A van will shuttle guests to the SUD wastewater treatment site to view 

the wetland. There will be activities for the children as well as tree plantings. They would like input 

from the community regarding the educational signs they will be putting up as well as the mural that 

will be on the large tank. Their website is sewaneewetlands.org. 

 

Election Update – Dozier 

Pixie thanked Tabatha Whitsett and John Swallow for their help. She said there are two new people 

added to the ballots this time. Voters will select one person in their district and two people for an at-

large position. This will distinguish which candidates will serve a four-year term and which will serve a 

two-year term. 

 

Voting will be on November 8, 2016 in the Library at the Sewanee Elementary School. Polls will open 

at 7:00 a.m. and close at 7:00 p.m. Pixie passed around a sign-up sheet for volunteer help with the 

polls, which will be on a two-hour rotation. She will also need 3 people to help count ballots after the 

polls close. She suggested Dennis Meeks, Drew Sampson, and Pat Kelley to help with counting the 

ballots since they are not running for a community council seat. 

 

Early voting for the community council members will start Tuesday, October 25, 2016, at the Office 

of Leases and Community Relations. 

 

It was suggested the voting process be explained in the Messenger. 

 

Announcements and/or Questions 

The council had invited road commissioner, Joe David McBee, to give an update on the crosswalks, 

but he was unable to attend. The council vigorously and unanimously asked to extend another 

invitation to Joe David to attend the next community council meeting. 

  



 

Louise Irwin thanked the University for clearing the trees around the “hat rock” on Hat Rock road.  

 

John Flynn formerly thanked the council for the past eight years of interest in community affairs. He 

said he was not disinterested anymore, but has decided to retire. He said the new system of voting 

will enhance the democratic process. Dennis Meeks, who is also retiring, thanked the committee for 

their friendships and said that he enjoyed his time of service. John McCardell said it would be 

appropriate for the council to present a framed resolution of appreciation for all of the members who 

are going off the council this year. 

 

Mr. Swygart, a member of the audience, asked if there was a time frame for the new senior living 

center which he read about in the Messenger. John McCardell said there is just not any definitive 

information yet. All he could say is there is a good group of people working very hard on this project 

with Linda Lankewicz as the chairman of the board. 

 

The next scheduled community council meeting is January 23, 2017. There will be no meetings 

planned for November or December, unless there is a need.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Peggy Alsup 

 


