
MINUTES OF THE May 22, 2017 

SEWANEE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Members present:   John Swallow, David Coe, Annie Armour, Theresa Shackelford, Flournoy Rogers, 

Louise Irwin, Shirley Taylor, and Charles Whitmer 

 

Members not present: Cindy Potter, Kate Reed, Michael D. Gardner, Pamela Byerly, Phil White, Pixie 

Dozier, Rich Barrali, and John McCardell 

 

Minutes taken by Peggy Alsup 

 

John Swallow called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. which began with a welcome to everyone. 

 

Approval of the March 27, 2017 Minutes  

The March minutes were unanimously approved. 

 

Update on Greenhaw Quarry - Hughes 

County commissioners, Johnny Hughes and Helen Stapleton, gave an update on the current issues 

regarding the Greenhaw Quarry rezoning. The Tinsley group will be coming before the commission in 

June 2017. Johnny and Helen stated that the neighbors strongly object to the quarry and they plan to vote 

no based on this. John Swallow said the administration does not have a position on this subject. It should 

be left up to the representatives and the people that live in the area of the proposed quarry. Some members 

of the council wanted to make a resolution in support of the representatives. However, Helen said the 

council should really hear both sides of the story before making judgements. John Swallow ended with 

the statement that the sense of the council is the same as the sense of the commissioners. 

 

National Heritage Trail – Franklin County Historical Society 

Doris Tate and Carolyn Jones, from the Franklin County Historical Society, gave a presentation regarding 

the sign project which will mark the Bell Route of the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail through 

Franklin County, TN. The National Park Service will be providing the signs. The Historical Society will 

provide the posts and mounting hardware, and the Franklin County Highway Department and TDOT will 

erect the signs. The signs on the county roads will be 24”x36” and the signs on the highways will be 

32”x48”. Sallie Green told the council that William Shealy has reviewed the signs and said they would be 

a nice addition if properly placed. She also noted that the downtown planning group liked the signs as 

well. 

 

Sewanee Dog Policy 

David Coe voiced his concern about encounters with dogs that are not on leashes after reading an article 

in the Messenger. There is currently no enforcement of the leash law in Sewanee and there are few or no 

consequences for violation of the leash law. He thinks it is time to re-look at the current dog policy and 

create a schedule of fines. He thinks all signage on hiking trails should clearly state dogs must be on a 

leash. Sallie Green told the group that the current Dog Policy has a schedule of fines and it says to contact 

the Sewanee Police. The currently policy states “All dogs must be under obvious and effective control of 

their owners at all times while on the Domain. Obvious and effective control normally means that an 

owner must be within immediate sight and sound of his or her dog at all times.” David said voice 

command does not always control a dog, and it could be traumatic if a dog approaches a person that is 

terrified of dogs. There is no reason why a person that has a fear of dogs put their level of comfort second 

to the needs of a dog.  

  



Council Constitution and Meetings – Shackelford  

Theresa feels the council is in a position that it could do a lot more, but has become stagnant. Her 

concerns are:  the current constitution, frequency of meetings, the Agenda Committee, a Vice President 

for the Project Funding Committee, and whether current members are interacting with the people they 

represent. She would like to find a way for this group to use their position to be a more powerful group 

for the community. She would like to establish informal social meetings to talk about things and come up 

with ideas outside of a structured meeting.  

 

There was a discussion regarding cultural issues, the changes to the council election process, the 

constitution, and the relationship between town, gown and leaseholders. Theresa said she would send the 

committee an email to sum up her thoughts. 

 

Welcome to Sallie Green – Swallow 

John Swallow introduced Sallie Green who is transitioning into Barbara Schlichting’s position as 

Superintendent of Leases.  

 

Announcements and/or Questions 

Johnny Hughes announced that Dr. Amie Lonas has resigned from her position as Franklin County’s 

director of schools, effective June 30. Lonas has accepted a position as dean of academic affairs at the 

Joint Forces Staff College at Norfolk, Virginia. She will be overseeing faculty, academics and curriculum 

operations at the Department of Defense institution of higher learning. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Peggy Alsup 

 


