
MINUTES OF THE May 23, 2016 
SEWANEE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
 

Members present:  John Swallow, Barbara Schlichting, Pam Byerly, Annie Armour Morgret, Pixie 
Dozier, Phil White, Andrew Sampson, Dennis Meeks, John Flynn, Kate Reed, and Louise Irwin 
  
Members not present:  John McCardell, B.J. Heyboer, David Coe, James Kelley, Michael Gardner, and 
Nathan Stewart 
 
Minutes taken by Peggy Alsup 
 
John Swallow welcomed everyone to the Community Council meeting which began at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Approval of the March 28, 2016 Minutes  
The March minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
Recommendations from Project Funding Committee - Marhevsky 
Sarah reported that an email was sent to the council earlier today with a description of the projects 
for the council to review prior to the meeting. She noted a correction was made to the dollar amount 
needed for mulch in Elliott Park; it was changed from $2,049 to $2,800. This changed the proposed 
amount for the lights in Angel Park. She said they tried to help a wider pool of people instead of 
putting all their money into one project. John asked if there was any discussion regarding the specific 
recommendations for this year. 
 
Questions/Comments 

• Part of the original thought was to accumulate a percentage of this $10,000 and set it aside 
for a major project instead of dispersing it all every year; items such as, sidewalks, lighting, 
underground utilities, etc. This should be considered in the future. 

• Should money be set aside for emergencies? 
• This is like a tax- not to everyone, just the leaseholds and the council is responsible to those 

people that are paying this additional money. This is not voluntary, it is a tax. 
• Should not duplicate the Community Chest. 
• This was a two-year trial. 
• If we want to increase the fund, how are we going to do this? 
• Putting this on a referendum. If made permanent, should do some larger projects over time. 
• It has been a good way for community members to get help achieving things that are a 

priority to them; butterfly garden, little library, Elliott Park. 
• Why do the leaseholders have to pay this? It was asked that the wording from the original 

proposal from two years ago be placed in these minutes. 
 

Excerpt from the August 25, 2014 minutes: 
“That in 2014-2015 and 2015-2016, the total municipal services fee for leaseholders, after 
accounting for normal increases in the cost of services, be set at $10,000 more; and that this 
additional amount be allocated by the Council, by majority vote, for municipal improvements that 
go beyond the current set of services that are jointly and traditionally paid for by the leaseholders 
and the University.” John Swallow also said the sub-committee members agree that in 2014-
2015 and 2015-2016 that all proposals will first be considered by a project funding committee, 
which is to be appointed by the chair. The meetings will be publicized and proposals, to be 
considered by this committee, will be posted on an appropriate website at least one week before 
the meeting. 



 
Motion was made to accept the proposal from the Project Funding Committee. Proposal passed with 
10 yes votes and one abstain due to a conflict of interest. 
 
The council thanked Sarah for her work on the Project Funding Committee, which was followed by a 
round of applause. 
 
Approval of Proposed Meeting Dates for the 2016-17 -Swallow  
The proposed meeting dates for 2016-17 were unanimously approved. The dates are: 
 
2016      2017 
June 27     January 23 
July no meeting    February 27-hold on reserve 
August 22     March 27 
September 26- hold on reserve  April 24- hold on reserve 
October 24     May 22 
November - no meeting   June 26- hold on reserve 
December - no meeting 
 
Working Group Report and Discussion of Proposed Changes to Constitution – Swallow 
This was the second reading for the proposed changes to the constitution.  Handouts were given to 
the committee members to review the proposed changes from the last meeting before voting. A 
proposal made to accept the changes as written, which was seconded.  
 
There was a question regarding Section 2-C which says, “Beginning in 2022, a district representative 
serving a full term is not eligible to run for an immediately succeeding district term, but may run for 
an at-large seat.” I was asked if this also includes the at-large representative. John Swallow said this 
option could be added. A request was made to insert this provision. 
 
A proposal was made to accept a friendly amendment to the proposal. This was seconded and 
unanimously approved. 
 
Election Plans and Appointment of Elections Officer – Swallow 
Pixie Dozier was nominated to be the Elections Officer. Motion was made to accept this nomination, 
which was unanimously approved. 
 
Announcements and/or Questions 
John Flynn talked about potholes and general disrepair of the roads right before graduation. He 
asked about general improvements of our streets, especially University Avenue. There needs to be a 
plan for street improvement. Louise Irwin said the county road commissioner has a budget to work 
from and has roads other than Sewanee to take care of. Barbara Schlichting noted that Joe David 
McBee is prompt when contacted regarding potholes. Chief Marie Eldridge said he is prompt when 
they send him requests also. John Flynn said there should be a plan let people know when their road 
will be worked on. It was suggested that John talk with Joe David McBee. 
 
Drew Sampson requested that the council receive a report from the University regarding the 
consideration of a lease transfer fee reduction. He was very disturbed that Folks at Home had to pay 
a transfer fee when they purchased their property. John Swallow said this will be added to the 
agenda in the fall. 
 
 



Barbara Schlichting said the council needs to be thinking about the crosswalk lights as they agreed 
last August to review the lights after a year. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for June 27, 2016. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Peggy Alsup 
 


