
Minutes of the May 19, 2014 
Sewanee Community Council Meeting 

 
 

  
Council members in attendance:  John McCardell, John Swallow, Barbara Schlichting, Pamela 
Byerly,  Frank Gladu, Theresa Shackelford, David Coe, John Flynn, Chet Sigmund and Drew 
Sampson 
 
Peggy Alsup taking minutes 
 
John McCardell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
The April minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
 
Beat the Peak Presentation – Duck River CEO Michael Watson 
Michael Watson, Duck River CEO, began his presentation by introducing Steve Odom, 
Director of Member Services and Lee Pettes, the Manager of the Sewanee Duck River 
Office. Michael gave a power point presentation regarding a new program; “Beat the Peak”, 
a voluntary residential response program to help conserve energy. Notifications are sent by 
email, text message and on the radio when Duck River is going to have a Beat the Peak day.  
 
The Community Council unanimously endorsed this project and will encourage fellow 
citizens to sign-up. A form will be made available in the Messenger to sign-up for 
notifications. Forms are also available online at the Duck River website and in the local Duck 
River Office. 
 
Michael also told the council about the solar farm built in Shelbyville, TN. Shares may be 
purchased for a one-time fee of $600. The solar farm is targeted for people that live in shady 
areas or who cannot afford solar panels for their home. 
 
 
CAC Presentation – Betty Carpenter 
Betty announced the Community Action Committee (CAC) is celebrating forty years of service 
to this community this year. Of the people they serve, 94% of the people live below the poverty 
level. Their mission is: “To provide assistance for persons in crisis, to provide services for basic 
human needs, to identify ways to break the cycle of poverty, and to present the love of Christ to 
the community.” The CAC has a lot of volunteers, as well as university student volunteers, 
which helps them meet the needs of the community they serve. 
 
She presented some statistics: 

 The basic service area is the Sewanee Community and Sherwood 
 Last month, they gave out 102 bags of groceries 
 They order approximately two tons of food every month 
 51 families were helped, which represented 332 individuals 
 No one is ever turned down if they come to the CAC for food 
 The help with utility bills- they offer to pay half of the bill every other month 
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 If someone has a job interview, they pay $25 for gas to the local service station to help 
with transportation 

 They never give cash to individuals 
 
They have identified some people that have agreed to raise chickens to share eggs with their 
neighbors. The CAC will be building some chicken coups for this project. They are also going to 
purchase some container gardens to help the elderly that can no longer garden. The CAC is 
gathering volunteers to be trained in energy assessments who will also be able to make necessary 
repairs to help lower utility bills for families in need. 
 
In closing, Betty passed out two brochures; “Hunger is Not a Game”, made by Sewanee student, 
Gabby Valentine and “Ten Things You Can Do to Fight Poverty in Sewanee With CAC”. 
 
 
Appointment of Election Officer –Swallow 
In the April meeting, it was discussed that the constitutional by-laws state the committee is to 
appoint an election officer. John announced Theresa Shackelford has been appointed the election 
officer for this fall.  
 
 
By-Law Modification Concerning Meeting Schedule – Swallow 
The meeting schedule was also discussed in the April meeting. John Swallow presented a 
proposed amendment to the Constitutional By-Laws, Article II. MEETINGS: 

From:  “The Council shall normally meet on the fourth Monday of every month except 
July and December”. 
 
To:  “The Council shall determine annually the frequency and schedule of its meetings”. 

 
John Swallow said the by-laws state this change can be made with one vote. John McCardell 
stated we could record, as a signing statement or as original intent, that the change to Article II 
assumes that such meetings, as will be scheduled, will occur on the fourth Monday of the month. 
 
This change was unanimously approved by the Committee. The sub-committee will present 
meeting dates at the June 2014 meeting. 
 
 
Progress on Council Districting and Council Composition –Byerly, Flynn, Schlichting, 
Shackelford, Swallow 
John Swallow said the group has met once and have raised several questions: 

 Number and geographical determination of districts 
 Whether there should be and/or how many at-large members 
 Topics that are best put before the Council 
 Committees on topics of regular interest; such as fees and services 
 Decision making of Council on topics which only pertain to the Domain as opposed to 

those off the Domain 
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John McCardell said that this is an election year with seats to be voted on in November. 
Candidates need to declare their candidacy by October 15th. It is probably not reasonable to 
think we can re-draw district lines and modify the principle of representation on the council in 
time for the current election. However, he encouraged the committee to continue to discuss and 
to present their recommendations in time to be in place by the next election in 2016. 
 
 
Announcements and/or Questions 
Louise Irwin announced the Fourth of July meeting will be Tuesday, May 20th at the Senior 
Citizens Building at 5:30 p.m. 
 
The June 30th Council meeting will be preceded by a gathering at Chen Hall for members of the 
Council. Notifications will be sent at a later date to confirm attendance. 
 
Louise Irwin stressed to the Council the important work the CAC is doing and to please take 
note. Any suggestions as to what else can be done or ways to help would be appreciated. 
 
The next Community Council meeting is scheduled for June 30, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Senior Citizen’s/Community Center. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Peggy Alsup  


