
MINUTES OF THE MARCH 28, 2016 
SEWANEE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
 

Members present:  John McCardell, John Swallow, Barbara Schlichting, Mike Gardner, Pam Byerly, David Coe, 
Annie Armour Morgret, Pixie Dozier, Theresa Shackelford, James Kelley, Phil White, and Shirley Taylor 
 
Members not present:  Dennis Meeks, John Flynn, B.J. Heyboer, and Nathan Stewart 
 
Minutes taken by Peggy Alsup 
 
John McCardell welcomed everyone to the Community Council meeting which began at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Approval of the October 2015 Minutes  
The October minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
Vacant Council Seats and Election 
The council has two vacant seats to fill for the rest of the term which ends in December 2016; one in District 1 
(Michael Hurst), and one in District 2 (Bill Barton).  
 
Two nominations were received; Kate Reed for District 1 and Louise Irwin for District 2. These names were 
placed into nomination to fill the two vacant council seats. A motion was made to accept these two 
nominations, and was unanimously approved.  
 
Working Group Report and Discussion of Proposed Changes to Constitution – Swallow 
Pam Byerly, David Coe, John Flynn, Barbara Schlichting, Theresa Shackelford, and John Swallow have worked 
on new arrangements for the next elections in 2016. All seats will be up for election in 2016 to allow them to 
re-think all possibilities regarding such things as terms, district lines, and number of council members.  
 
They decided on twelve council members; two from each district and four at-large council members. They also 
have suggested staggering the terms of those elected. The candidate receiving the most votes in the district 
will serve a four-year term. The next highest vote will serve a two-year term. They have made changes to the 
Sewanee Community Council Constitution to support these changes, which will be voted on in the next 
Community Council meeting. 
 
Comments regarding the Constitution changes: 

• Section 3 regarding candidate on either side of the street – (Hurst rule) possibly delete? 
• Section 6d and Section 5b – this could cause a district to go two years without representation. 

 
John Swallow said the group will review these two changes. John also said another change is to not allow two 
consecutive terms in the same type of seat. If you were elected as a district member and have served four 
years, then you would only be allowed to run as an at-large candidate. This will be effective in 2022.   
 
Update from the Project Funding Committee – Marhevsky 
Sarah gave a report of last year’s approved projects. Since they had some funds left from 2015, they will work 
with $11,000 in 2016.  They received twelve official proposals and about twelve unofficial proposals. She 
listed the proposals they have decided to recommend: 

• $2,049 -Kiki Beavers and the Civic Association for more mulch for Elliott Park.  
• $8,000 -John Goodson and the Business Alliance for lighting at Angel Park. 
• No dollar amount given -Kelly Camp and third grade class proposed putting a mural on the side of 

Taylor’s Mercantile. 
• $3,179 -Robin Walker for the soccer field; sand in spots, level the field, soccer balls, pop up goals, and  

repair/clean-up the bathrooms. 
• $2,500 -Howard Franklin and the Community Center requested to hire a project coordinator/fund 

raiser to help the Community Center/Senior Center transition to their new location. 



• $10,000 -Jim Turrell and a group of other Wiggins Creek residents proposed an extension of the 
Breakfield Road sidewalk. The researched cost is $20,000, and they are requesting the full $10,000 
amount. 

• $12,000 -Sarah Carlos also requested sidewalks on Tennessee Avenue by the School of Theology and 
Quintard between the parking lot and the buildings.  

• $1,800 -Emily Puckette requested a picnic table for Elliott Park. 
• $2,200 -Louise Irwin and the Vista Volunteers of the American Legion requested funds for a basement 

door that needs to be replaced and electrical repair work at the American Legion Hall. 
• $2,186 -Harriett Runkle and the Sewanee Childrens Center requested funds to build a bird sanctuary. 
• $500 -Kevin Cummings submitted a proposal to help with Poetry Night prize winners. 
• $450 -Julie Elrod and the Plateau Play Group submitted a proposal for flower bulbs and soil for the 

children to plant at various places on campus. 
 
Their recommendations are: 
$2,049 for the mulch for Elliott Park 
$1,800 for the picnic table for Elliott Park 
$3,179 for the soccer field for repairs 
$2,200 for the American Legion for repairs 
$300 for the Plateau Play Group for flower bulbs and soil 
$150 for Poetry Night to help with prize winnings 
$1,322 for lighting at Angel Park 
$11,000 Total 
 
John McCardell asked the council if they wanted more time and information or if they were ready to vote on the 
recommended proposals.  
 
A member of the audience asked if there is a process to increase the funding that is available. John Swallow 
explained this started as a two-year pilot that is set to end this year. An additional amount was added to 
everyone’s lease fee in order to obtain an additional $10,000 each year to use for community projects to be 
allocated by the Community Council. The question is whether to continue this. It was suggested this be added 
to the November 2016 ballot for the community to vote on. This will be researched and proposed language for 
the ballots will be presented at the next Community Council meeting. 
 
Sarah thanked members Annie Armour Morgret, Theresa Shackelford, Pixie Dozier, and Megan Roberts for 
their help on this committee.  
 
The committee prefers to wait until the next meeting to vote on the proposed allocations. Sarah will email 
everyone a description of each project and the amount of money for each. 
 
Update on Constructed Wetland Project - McGrath  
Professor Deborah McGrath gave a presentation regarding the constructed wetland project. The University was 
awarded a grant from the Coca Cola Sustainability Foundation to construct a wetlands. It was in response to 
collaboration between the Sewanee Utility District, the University of the South, and the University of Georgia. 
The goal of the wetlands is to study the effectiveness of a constructed wetlands in getting treated waste water 
cleaner.  
 
The Coca Cola group liked their project for three reasons: 

• Experimental Wetlands – research and gather data that could be useful to the scientific community. 
• Economics of it – to see if a small rural utility could employ such a method to treat waste water in an 

economically viable manner. 
• Use the wetlands as a way to involve the community in waste water issues through surveys and focus 

groups. The hope is to be a place of beauty with native plants to attract birds and pollinators that 
people will want to come and visit. 
 

Parker Oliver is making a time-lapse video of the construction of the wetland project. 
 



Coca Cola has donated ten rain barrel kits. On Earth Day, April 22, there will be a rain barrel workshop on the 
Spencer Quad in which the community will be invited. They are going to give some of the rain barrels away to 
community gardens; the farm, the greenhouse, Beersheba Springs garden, and the Swiss Memorial. They have 
a few left if there is a community organization that would like one for a garden. Also, they have a projected date 
of May 1 to begin the plantings. They are considering making this a community-wide project too as there are 
thousands of plants. 
 
Update on the Greenhaw Quarry - Armour 
The Tinsley Company wants to put a quarry in the Greenhaw community and there is a group working against 
that. So far, they have been unsuccessful getting annexed into any city. However, this past fall legislature was 
passed to have this land annexed into Decherd. Decherd has now given Tinsley a permit. They have been taken 
to court and a permit injunction is currently in place.  
 
Announcements and/or Questions 
John McCardell acknowledged the absence of the vacant chair of one of their long-time and esteemed 
colleagues who passed away in February. He said his companionship was valued and his presence is missed. 
He asked everyone to observe a moment of silence in memory of Michael Hurst. He also said Phil White will be 
filling the vacancy on the Trustee Community Relations Committee left by Michael’s passing. 
 
Louise Irwin has received calls from some community people regarding the town map that was put in the 
Messenger. They feel Sewanee is going to lose their uniqueness because of the way they are putting all the 
buildings into the town. She wants to see the “town/gown” mesh, but does not want to see all the buildings in 
the downtown area. John McCardell said he felt they had taken great pains throughout the process to engage 
the community and that the charrette process they did last summer seemed to have arrived at a remarkable 
degree of consensus that the planning for the town should resemble. These further plans have been developed 
based on these findings. This will be an ongoing process that will continue to involve the community as we go 
forward. She said she was concerned that she heard the Angel Park would probably not be used as much 
because of the plans for a greenspace and plaza. John said the development on the other side of 41A would 
be an extension which would not exclude Angel Park. This is all depends on narrowing the road. Mike Gardner 
said this is still just a plan, but the added greenspace and plaza along with Angel Park will be a series of 
spaces that will complement each other. 
 
Phil White said he wanted to add the proposal for a sidewalk in the Tennessee Avenue/Quintard area to the 
next Community Council agenda. 
 
Barbara Schlichting said the Trustees Community Relations Committee will be here on April 21. The 
Community Council will meet with the Trustees at 4:30 at the EQB. Sarah Marhevsky will give an update on the 
Project Funding Committee and Pam Byerly will give an update on the work of the council. She asked that the 
council members send her issues they have gathered from the community to add to the agenda. After words, 
there will be a meet-n-greet and casual supper at the Legion Hall with the community.  
 
Phil White asked for recommendations for someone to mow the dog park. It was suggested he put a note in 
the Messenger. 
 
John Swallow distributed the tentative Community Council meeting dates for next year. He asked that everyone 
check their calendars and be prepared to talk about it next meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Peggy Alsup 
 
 
 


