
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE JUNE 30, 2014 

SEWANEE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 

Council members in attendance:  John McCardell, John Swallow, Barbara Schlichting 
(attended through conference call), Pamela Byerly, Frank Gladu, Theresa Shackelford, David 
Coe, John Flynn, Drew Sampson, Annie Armour, Dennis Meeks, Phil White, Michael Hurst 
and Pat Kelly 
 
Peggy Alsup taking minutes 
 
John McCardell called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
The May minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
Exchange of Minutes Among Community Groups – Armour 
Annie Armour presented a follow-up to Caitlyn-Jean Juricic’s recommendation to find ways to 
bring groups together and to know things in a timelier manner. Annie suggested groups share 
their meeting minutes with each other as a way to be better informed. Groups suggested as 
examples were: 

 Civic Association 
 Community Center 
 Community Council 
 Sewanee Business Alliance 
 Order of Gownsmen 
 American Legion 
 Other student organizations 
 PTO 

 
Since the Messenger does not print meeting minutes. Kiki Beavers, President of the Civic 
Association, said minutes could be posted on The Mountain Now. It was suggested we ask 
groups to send their minutes to The Mountain Now since it would be a central location for 
everyone. John McCardell asked to for our records to show that the Community Council will 
send their minutes to The Mountain Now to be made public record. The Messenger will report 
that minutes will be filed in The Mountain Now. 
 
Reports and Proposals of Subcommittee on Council Constitution, Membership, and 
Elections – Byerly, Flynn, Schlichting, Shackelford, Swallow  
John Swallow said it was too close to election time for the sub-committee to recommend district 
changes. However, they did propose a change to the Constitution for the upcoming election: 

 All terms of elected members this year will be reduced to two years so that all council 
member’s terms will end in 2016 

 Reduce the residence requirement of living in the district from four years to two years 
 Expectation should be made that council members attend every meeting 

 



 
 

 

By having all terms end in 2016, the sub-committee will be able to continue with the redistricting 
changes and other issues before the next election in 2016. 
 
John Swallow also said the sub-committee is proposing an increase to municipal services fees for 
the next two years as an experiment. This increase would generate a total between $10,000 to 
$20,000 additional funds to be used entirely by the Community Council to allocate for projects 
such as sidewalks, lights, etc. This proposal would give the council a way to resolve some issues 
that are presented to them. Current day, municipal improvements must come through the 
University. This would change the dynamic of the council from being strictly an advisory 
committee. This is a way for leaseholders to do things they would like to see done.  
 
How the increase would affect leaseholders, pro-rated based on the value of home. To generate 
$10,000 for example: 

 Owner of a $50,000 home would be charged an additional $4 per year 
 Owner of a $300,000 home would be charged an additional $56 per year 

 
Discussion Items: 

 Should encourage more participation from committee members as well as the public 
 Items have been accomplished by the committee in the past without money:  dog park, 

lowering of transfer fees 
 What if you do not live on the domain – paying fair share 
 Can we tap into Franklin County funds  
 Should University match this fund 
 Need community’s opinion 
 What about students and renters- how do they contribute 
 How was the increase determined 

 
After a lengthy discussion, the proposal was re-read as follows: “That in 2014-2015 and 2015-
2016, the total municipal services fee for leaseholders, after accounting for normal increases in 
the cost of services, be set at $10,000 to $20,000 more; and that this additional amount be 
allocated by the Council, by majority vote, for municipal improvements that go beyond the 
current set of services that are jointly and traditionally paid for by the leaseholders and the 
University”. A motion was made for the 2014 to 2015 and the 2015 to 2016 terms; that the total 
municipal services be raised to create an additional sum of $10,000 to $20,000 to be used by the 
Community Council for projects. This motion passed with a vote of twelve yes to two no. 
 
The sub-committee will come up with a specific amount for the increase to be voted on at the 
August 25, 2014 meeting. John McCardell asked committee members to poll their districts to 
make them aware of this before the August meeting.  
 
Crosswalk(s) Downtown – Shackelford 
Theresa Shackleford suggested a raised crosswalk be placed downtown somewhere close to 
Angel Park as a traffic calming device. She worked with the Police Department regarding this 
proposal. Chief Marie Eldridge said speeding is the main reason for this suggestion as the 
downtown is a very congested area. Chief Eldridge said they are asking for the Council’s opinion 



 
 

 

before taking it to the county highway department for approval. They would determine the exact 
location for the crosswalk.  
 
Three types of crosswalks were reviewed: 

 Raised crosswalk – this was the most atheistically pleasing 
 Speed bump 
 Ripple strip 

 
The council recommended to endorse the proposal for the raised crosswalk. 
 
Meeting Dates for 2014-2015 – Swallow  
John Swallow proposed the following meeting schedule for 2014-2015: 
2014:  August 25, October 13 December 1 
2015:  February 23, April 27, June 22 
 
Further, reserve the following dates to be used only if necessary: 
2014:  September 22 
2015:  January 26, March 23, May 18 
 
 
Announcements and/or Questions 
A person from the audience asked about the construction work on the corner of Georgia and 
Mississippi. She asked if this was announced to the community. This was announced in the 
Sewanee Purple and was in the Master Plan, which was vetted with the Community before it 
started twelve months ago. Updates were also given by Frank Gladu to the Community Council. 
 
John Flynn asked if the farm will affect the Fourth of July fireworks celebration. No, the 
fireworks are scheduled as normal. 
 
A person from the audience suggested the meeting table be set up differently for future meetings 
as many of the committee members had their backs to the audience and it was hard to hear the 
discussion. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for August 25 at 7:00 p.m. at the Community Center. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Peggy Alsup 


