
MINUTES OF THE APRIL 27, 2015 
SEWANEE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Members present:  John McCardell, John Swallow, Barbara Schlichting, Dennis Meeks, Mike 
Gardner, Michael Hurst, Pam Byerly, David Coe, Pixie Dozier, Phil White, John Flynn, and B.J. 
Heyboer 
 
Members not present:  Drew Sampson, Theresa Shackelford, Shirley Taylor, Annie Armour, 
James Kelly, Nathan Stewart, and Bill Barton 
 
Minutes taken by Peggy Alsup 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
 
Approval of the March Minutes 
Michael Hurst said that councilman Nathan Stewart took exception to being noted as absent from 
the last meeting and would like to amend the minutes to say: “Absent while studying ancient 
Greek at Keble College in Oxford.” Minutes were amended and the March minutes were 
unanimously accepted. 
 
 Community Council Representation Questions – Flynn 
John Flynn asked about the Constitution change regarding the term of council members. The 
resolution said the term of elected council members in 2014 will be two years rather than four 
years, but it does not say what happens in 2016 when their terms are up. He was on the 
committee that made this proposal, but he did not think they came up with any plan for the 2016 
election. Normally the term was four years but he was not sure if future terms would be two- 
year terms. 
 
John McCardell said this was done to create some time to be able to review the possibility of 
redistricting boundary lines before the next election in 2016 (This was noted in the June 30, 2014 
minutes and the August 25, 2014 minutes). John Swallow said the members of the subcommittee 
were, Pam Byerly, John Flynn, Barbara Schlichting, Theresa Shackelford, and himself. 
 
John McCardell recommended the subcommittee begin a discussion regarding boundaries, 
population, the degree to which representation should be based on population, and other matters 
related to making sure that the council is as representative of the community as possible. They 
can bring a recommendation back to the council when they are ready. The next election is not 
until November 2016. This was made into a motion and unanimously approved. 
 
  



 
 Meeting Dates for 2015-16 – Swallow  
Proposed Community Council Meeting Schedule 2015-2016 
Scheduled meetings: 

August 31 
October 26 
January 25 
March 28 
May 23 

 
Reserved dates to be used for additional meetings, only if necessary: 

September 28 
November 30 
February 22 
April 25 

 
This proposal was accepted by the council and the dates will be made known to the Messenger. 
The last meeting for this year will be June 22. The council will end the year with a dinner before 
the last meeting. More details coming later. 
 
 
Announcements and/or Questions 
Louise Irwin, a member of the audience, asked if a blue hospital sign with an arrow could be 
erected at the hospital in Sewanee to show where to turn in. This will be helpful for people not 
familiar with the area. Chief Marie Eldridge will check with the highway department. 
 
Louise Irwin also asked if the area around the “hat rock” on Hat Rock road could be cleaned up 
as it is overgrown with bushes and trees. John McCardell said this was duly noted. 
 
Carolyn Shoemaker, a member of the audience, asked if a sign could be put up at the corner of 
Finney and 41A to watch for large trucks. Chief Marie Eldridge will check with the highway 
department on this also. 
 
John McCardell thanked the ones from the Community Council that attended the meetings last 
week with the Trustees Community Relations Committee and the gathering at the Legion Hall.  
This has proven to be a very effective way for the members of the Board of Trustees to hear from 
the Sewanee community’s elected representatives and to mingle with members of the community 
in a way that allows them to hear more than one voice in a more relaxed setting. There will be 
another meeting in October. 
 
Dennis Meeks said he enjoyed the whole evening; meetings and dinner. Carolyn Shoemaker said 
it would be nice to be invited to the meetings instead of just the dinner. John McCardell said 
what has been done for the past two meeting was to have the elected council members meet with 
the Trustees by themselves to bring them up to speed with issues and then go to the social event 
with community members. He said the social event is the time for a community member to bring 



forth any issues they may have. He also said the Trustees meet the next morning to go over any 
topics brought up at the social. He was very pleased with the size of the crowd.  
 
Barbara Schlichting said that the place to have updates should be the Community Council 
meetings. They could invite guests to come and give updates on topics such as the downtown 
planning and the roundabout. If a community member is upset about anything, it should be 
brought to the council meeting to be resolved instead of waiting to bring it up to the Trustees. 
She said we should concentrate on our own meetings here to make them more worthwhile. 
 
John McCardell said he thinks it is important to give this group, elected by the members of the 
community, as much authority to communicate and represent their constituents as possible. He 
agreed with Barbara, this is the place to start first.   
 
David Coe was impressed that the Trustees took our small issues seriously. They validated what 
the Community Council is doing and that was nice.  
 
Phil White suggested it could be helpful to make several announcements regarding the upcoming 
meeting between the council and the trustees and to let the community know to bring any issues 
to their council representative. The representative would add this to the agenda to be discussed.  
 
David Coe also asked about having a meeting at the school like the one in March 2013 so that 
representatives can meet with people in their districts. Could this be planned for September, 
since there is no council meeting in that month? John McCardell asked the council to think about 
this proposal and be ready to discuss at the June meeting. 
 
Mike Gardner gave an update on garbage. They are still in evaluation mode. They have invited 
four firms, including Joe B. Long, to talk with them about how they might structure a new 
contract. Recycling is not going very well on campus. Joe B. Long does a very good job on the 
residential part of garbage. They are also struggling with the glass recycling program and how 
that impacts primarily neighbors. They are trying to determine their best route. They are looking 
at a residential contract and a University contract and the costs that would be associated with 
this. The University is trying to get to single-stream recycling to make it more convenient, which 
means a contract will have to be with someone outside of Franklin County. His hope is to have a 
plan by June. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:32 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  



 


